
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whether you’re searching for a new church home 
or just visiting, we’re glad you’re with us today. If 
you have a prayer request, are looking for more 
information about the Orthodox Faith, would like to 
join our parish, or would like to speak with Fr 
Thomas, we invite you to fill out a visitor’s card and 
drop it in the offering basket as your offering today.. 
We want to get to know you! God bless you! 

Saturday, February 17 

    11:30 am – Pan-Orthodox Choir Rehearsal 

    4:30 pm - Confessions 

    5:00 pm – Great Vespers 

    5:30 pm – Parish Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, February 18 

    9:15 am – Adult Education 

    10:00 am – Divine Liturgy 

    Church School following 

    7:00 pm – Forgiveness Vespers 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved 
for Orthodox Christians who prepare themselves 
by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox visitors are 
welcome to come forward to venerate the cross 
and receive the Antidoron (blessed bread) at the 
conclusion of the service. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The 2018 Lenten Schedule is now published. 
Please give prayerful consideration to your 
increased participation in the beautiful and 
meaningful services of the Lenten season. Let us 
journey together to the Holy Pascha! Great Lent 
begins on Monday, February 19 and Pascha is 
on Sunday April 8. (Western Easter is on Sunday, 
April 1. Begin the Lenten journey with your 
church family at Forgiveness Vespers on 
Sunday, February 18 at 7:00 pm. If you’ve never 
attended, it’s an experience you’ll never forget. 
 
**Note: The schedule is subject to change. Please 
consult the online calendar on our website for the 
latest information. Any changes will also be 
communicated via email and an updated version of 
the calendar issued. 
 

 Our annual Blini (Russian crepe) dinner will be 
held on Cheesefare Sunday, February 18 after the 
Divine Liturgy. Tickets will be sold at the door. 
Adults $8 / Children (5-13) $4. You won’t want to 
miss this! 

 
 Our January hoagie sale will be held on 
Wednesday, February 28. Italian Hoagies and 
wraps are $6.00 each and the Turkey hoagies and 
wraps are $6.50 each.  Orders can be placed by 
calling 412-974-9912, faxing 724-926-4052 or 
emailing rjmbmsam1@verizion.net. Orders are due 
on Sunday evening, February 25. Orders can be 
picked up between noon and 1 pm February 28 at 
the church hall. 

 Ill and infirm: Known to be Hospitalized (none). 
Home: Georgiann Robes. Shut in, Rehabilitation, or 
Nursing Home: Olga Bednar, Olga Tryszyn, Mary 
Zapp. 
 
 From Mat. Nancy K. Mell and Gregory Mell for 
the departed servant, Dn. Joseph Mell; for the 
health of family.  From Marsha Wasilko for the 
departed servant, (brother) Raymond; for the health 
of the Wasilko family.  From Charles A. Wasilko 
for the health of (sisters) Doris & Marsha. From 
Doris Wasilko for the departed servants of the 
Wasilko family; for the health of the Wasilko family.  
From John Kowalcheck & Olga Cozza for the 
health of Anatoly & Galina Vilkov.  From the 
Robes family for the departed servant, Thomas; 
for the health of Georgiann. From George & 
Nancy Shaytar for the departed servant, (brother) 
John. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 to Bob and Mary Beth Madalinsky for sponsoring 
the bulletin for the month of February. May God 
richly bless them! 

Synaxarion of the Sunday of the Last Judgment 
 
When Thou shalt sit to judge the world, O Judge of All, 
Count me worthy of Thy summons to Thy right hand. 

 
On this day we commemorate the inescapable 
second coming of Christ, ordained by the most 
divine Fathers to be observed after the second 
parable of the Prodigal, so that no one who has 
learned of the love of God for mankind from it will 
live in laziness saying, "God loves mankind, and 
when I am separated from Him by sin, all is 
prepared for my restoration." 
 
This fearsome day of judgment has been 
designated for commemoration at this point in time, 
that through fear of death and the expectation of 
future torment, those who live in laziness may be 
encouraged to the virtues, not trusting only in the 
love of God, but also realizing that He is the 
righteous Judge who will judge all men according to 
their deeds. In other words those souls who have 
passed over are obliged to undergo judgment. 
 
And this present feast is a type of symbol of this in 
that it is presented now as a final celebration just as 
it will be the last event after our death. For it 
behooves us to contemplate that as the beginning 
of the world and Adam's fall from Paradise are 
commemorated on the following Sunday, so this 
day is the end of all days and of the world itself. 
 
The commemoration is appointed for this day of 
Meatfare, that in awe of this event we should limit 
our intake of earthly food, not giving ourselves over 
to gluttony, and be encouraged to love our 
neighbor. In other words, since we were banished 
from Eden, cursed and condemned through eating 
of the fruit, so the present event has been ordained 
at this time, as next Sunday we will be banished 
through Adam, until Christ comes again to raise us 
up to Paradise. 
 
  

Welcome! 

 Welcome! 

This Week 

Announcements 

 Welcome! 

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector 

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached 

Mat. Janet Mihalick, Choir Director 
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Prayers 

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 

Thank You 

Last Judgment 



Troparion of the Resurrection    Tone 3 

Let the heavens rejoice! 
Let the earth be glad! 
For the Lord has shown strength with His arm. 
He has trampled down death by death. 
He has become the first born of the dead. 
He has delivered us from the depths of hell, 
and has granted to the world// 
great mercy. 
 
Troparion of St Nicholas   Tone 4 
You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith, 
an image of humility, and a teacher of abstinence. 
Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to you! 
Because of your poverty riches were granted to you! 
O holy Bishop Nicholas, 
pray to Christ our God to save our souls. 
 
Kontakion of the Triodion    Tone 1 
When Thou, O God, shalt come to earth with glory, 
all things shall tremble 
and the river of fire shall flow before Thy judgment 
seat; 
the books shall be opened and the hidden things 
disclosed; 
then deliver me from the unquenchable fire, 
and make me worthy to stand at Thy right hand, O 
righteous judge. 
 
Prokeimenon  (Psalm 146/147)  Tone 3 
Great is our Lord and abundant in power! His 
understanding is beyond measure! 
 
Epistle (I Cor 8:8-9:2) 
But food does not commend us to God; for neither if 
we eat are we the better, nor if we do not eat are we 
the worse. But beware lest somehow this liberty of 
yours become a stumbling block to those who are 
weak. For if anyone sees you who have knowledge 
eating in an idol’s temple, will not the conscience of 
him who is weak be emboldened to eat those things 
offered to idols? And because of your knowledge shall 
the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? But 
when you thus sin against the brethren, and wound 
their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. 
Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will 
never again eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble. 
 

Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? Have I not seen 
Jesus Christ our Lord? Are you not my work in the 
Lord? If I am not an apostle to others, yet doubtless I 
am to you. For you are the seal of my apostleship in 
the Lord. 
 
Gospel (Matthew 25:31-46) 
“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the 
holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of 
His glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, 
and He will separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And He 
will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on 
the left. Then the King will say to those on His right 
hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world: for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was 
thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and 
you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I 
was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you 
came to Me.’  
 
“Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, 
when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty 
and give You drink? When did we see You a stranger 
and take You in, or naked and clothe You? Or when 
did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 
And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, 
I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least 
of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’  
 
“Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 
‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was hungry 
and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave 
Me no drink; I was a stranger and you did not take Me 
in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison 
and you did not visit Me.’ 
 
“Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when 
did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to 
You?’ Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I 
say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the 
least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ And these will 
go away into everlasting punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.” 

Last Judgment continued 
It is called the second coming, since Christ 
appeared to us at His first coming in the flesh and 
delivered the human race, and He will come again 
to judge whether that which He commanded us has 
been observed. 
 
And when will this second coming occur? No one 
knows; for although He mentioned several 
preceding signs, the Lord concealed it from His 
Apostles. Before His coming the antichrist will 
appear. He will live his life after the manner of 
Christ, performing miracles like those which Christ 
performed, and raising the dead. Yet all that he 
does will be an illusion. 
 
After this suddenly like lightning from heaven the 
Lord will come, going before His holy Cross, and a 
river of boiling fire will go before Him, cleansing the 
earth of its defilement. The antichrist will be seized 
immediately along with his servants and will be 
committed to eternal fire. 
 
And when the angels sound the trumpets, all the 
nations of mankind will gather from all places and 
from all the ends of the earth in Jerusalem, for it is 
the center of the earth. And there the thrones will 
be set for judgment. Then all souls will be reunited 
with their bodies and clothed in incorruptible 
beauty, transformed into one likeness. 
 
And with one word the Lord will separate the 
righteous from the sinners. Those who have done 
good will receive eternal life, and the sinners will be 
once more sent to eternal and everlasting torment. 
 
Let it be noted that Christ will not ask who fasted, or 
who was naked, or who performed miracles, for 
although these things are good, mercy and 
compassion are far better. He will question both the 
righteous and the sinners on six commandment-like 
virtues, of which everyone is capable: "For I was 
hungry, and ye gave me to eat. I was thirsty, and ye 
gave me drink. I was a stranger, and ye took me in; 
naked, and ye clothed me. I was sick, and ye 
visited me. I was in prison, and ye came to me. 
Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it to me." Then all 
will confess the Lord Jesus Christ in the glory of 
God the Father. 

 
Now the torments, according to the Holy Gospel 
are weeping and the gnashing of teeth, where their 
worm dies not and the fire is not quenched, and he 
shall be cast into outer darkness. For all the Church 
of God will joyfully delight in attaining the Kingdom 
of Heaven, being close to God in His holy place, 
and receiving everlasting glory and exaltation. But 
those who are separated from God through wasting 
the life of their souls in laziness and temporal 
nourishment will receive torment and darkness, and 
be eternally deprived of the divine radiance. 
 
In Thine ineffable love for mankind, O Christ our 
God, make us worthy of Thy voice, which we long 
to hear, number us among those at Thy right hand, 
and have mercy on us. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s lesson: Last Judgment 
 
Questions to ask/review:  

 How does Our Lord judge the nations? 

 Who is put on the right? Left? Why? 

 Why does God want us to feed, clothe, 
welcome, and visit even the “least” of his 
people? (He wants us to serve Him by serving 
them) 

 Give examples of how we can fulfill the Lord’s 
command to serve? 

 
Suggested activities at home:  

 Read the scripture together before bed: 
Matthew 25:31-46. 

 Prepare bags of food, clothing, and hygiene 
items to share with the poor you meet. Discuss 
how Christ is served through this act. 

 Find a clip online of sheeps and goats. Discuss 
how they are different. 

 Prayer: Lord help me to be like a sheep and not 
a goat. Amen. 

Hymns and Readings for Today 

Today in Church School 

 


