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Whether you are searching for a new church 

home or just visiting, we are glad you’re with us 

today. If you have a prayer request, are looking 

for more information about the Orthodox Faith, 

would like to join our parish, or would like to 

speak with Fr Thomas, we invite you to fill out a 

visitor’s card and drop it in the offering basket 

as your offering today. We want to get to know 

you! God bless you! 

 

 

Sunday, December 26 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, December 28 

    9:00 am   Daily Matins 

    10:30 am-12:00 pm   Office Hours 

Thursday, December 30 

   No Matins or Office Hours 

Saturday, January 1: Circumcision of Christ 

    9:30 am   Divine Liturgy 

    5:00 pm   Vespers with Cathedral Vigil 

Sunday, January 2 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy/Church School 

 

 

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved 

for Orthodox Christians who prepare 

themselves by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox 

visitors are welcome to come forward to venerate 

the cross and receive the Antidoron (blessed 

bread) at the conclusion of the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ The 2022 calendars and offering envelopes 

are available at the candle desk.  

 

➢ Thank you to the choir, altar servers, candle-

desk attendants, ushers, greeters, parish council 

members, sisterhood members, and to all those 

who assist with the smooth operation of our 

church, may God bless you and grant you peace 

and prosperity in the coming year! 

 

➢ We are now in a fast-free period, through 

January 4. Enjoy the feast! 

 

➢ Church School will resume on Sunday, 

January 2. 

 

➢ Bible Study will resume on Wednesday, 

January 12. 

 

 

➢ Ill and infirm: Known to be hospitalized: 

(none) Home: George Shaytar. Shut in, 

Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: Garnette 

Kerchum, Eleanor Kovacs, Natalie Popovich, 

Michael Soroka, Olga Tryszyn 

 

➢Vigil Lights From Mat. Nancy K. Mell & 

Gregory Mell for the departed servants, newly 

departed Archpriest Fr. Igor Soroka and Dn. 

Joseph Mell; for the health of family.  From 

Donya Yewisiak for the departed servants 

Barbara Naiser, Mat. Olga Soroka and newly 

departed, Fr. Igor Soroka.  From Mat. Joni 

Soroka for the departed servants, Barbara 

Naiser (12/24), Mat. Olga Soroka (12/31) and 

newly departed, Fr. Igor Soroka; for the health 

of family. From Tatyana Sechler for the 

departed servants, Polina, Galina, Slava, Diana, 

Valentina, Andrei, Bruce, and Marina; for the 

health of Tatyana, Edward, Christopher, Sergei, 

Thomas, and Adrianna. 

 

➢ to our December donors: Jan Widel (Bulletin 

$60) in memory of departed members of the 

Puskar and Morris families; Donya Yewisiak 

(Holy Bread $50) in memory of Mat Olga 

Soroka;  Soroka Family (Altar Candles $50) in 

memory of Barbara Naiser (5 yrs), Albena 

Ivanova (Communion Wine $40) in memory of 

father, Rumen Iosifov and Archpriest George 

Livanos; John Mahalchak Family (Incense $10) 

for the health of friends and family. 

All join to praise this holy feast, beholding the 

Godhead herein... on earth and man in heaven. 

He who is above now, for our salvation, dwells 

here below; and we, who were lowly, are 

exalted by divine mercy! Today Bethlehem 

resembles heaven, hearing from the stars the 

singing of angelic voices and, in place of the sun, 

witnessing the rising of the Sun of Justice! 

 

Ask not how this is accomplished, for where God 

wills, the order of nature is overturned. For He 

willed He had the powers He descended. He 

saved. All things move in obedience to God. 

Today He Who Is, is born ! And He Who Is 

becomes what He was not! For when He was 

God, He became man-while not relinquishing 

the Godhead that is His... 

 

And so the kings have come, and they have seen 

the heavenly King that has come upon the earth, 

not bringing with Him angels, nor archangels, 

nor thrones, nor dominions, nor powers, nor 

principalities, but, treading a new and solitary 

path, He has come forth from a spotless womb. 

Yet He has not forsaken His angels, nor left 

them deprived of His care, nor because of His 

incarnation has He 

ceased being God. And 

behold kings have come, 

that they might serve the 

Leader of the Hosts of 

Heaven; Women, that 

they might adore Him 

Who was born of a 

woman so that He might 

change the pains of 

childbirth into joy; 

Virgins, to the Son of the 

Virgin.  

Welcome! 

 

This Week 

Announcements

 

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector 

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached 

Deacon John Skowron, Attached 
 

Sunday After the Nativity of Christ 

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, PA 

OrthodoxPittsburgh.org          December 26, 2021 

Prayers 

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 

Thank You 

The Nativity 



Tone 2 Troparion of the Resurrection 

When Thou didst descend to death, O Life 

immortal, 

Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy 

Godhead. 

And when from the depths Thou didst raise the 

dead, 

all the powers of heaven cried out:// 

“O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to Thee!” 

 

Tone 4 Troparion (Feast) 

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God,  

has shone to the world the light of wisdom!  

For by it, those who worshipped the stars,  

were taught by a star to adore Thee,  

the Sun of Righteousness,  

and to know Thee, the Orient from on high.//  

O Lord, glory to Thee! 

 

Tone 2 Troparion (Righteous Ones) 

Proclaim the wonder, O Joseph, 

to David, the ancestor of God; 

thou hast seen a Virgin great with child; 

and thou didst give glory with the shepherds; 

thou didst worship with the Magi, 

and didst receive the news from the Angel.// 

Pray to Christ God to save our souls!    

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Spirit 

 

Tone 3 Kontakion (Righteous Ones) 

Today godly David is filled with joy; 

Joseph and James offer praise. 

The glorious crown of their kinship with Christ 

fills them with great joy. 

They sing praises to the One ineffably born on 

earth,// 

and they cry out: “O Compassionate One, save 

those who honor Thee!” 

 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 3 Kontakion (Feast) 

Today the Virgin gives birth to the Transcendent 

One, 

and the earth offers a cave to the 

Unapproachable One! 

Angels with shepherds glorify Him! 

The wise men journey with the star,// 

since for our sake the eternal God was born as a 

little Child! 

 

Tone 2 Prokeimenon of the Resurrection 

The Lord is my strength and my song; / He has 

become my salvation. (Ps 117/118:4) 

 

Tone 4 Prokeimenon (Righteous Ones) 

God is wondrous in His saints, / the God of 

Israel. (Ps 67:35) 

 

Epistle of the Sunday (Galatians 1:11-19) 

But I make known to you, brethren, that the 

gospel which was preached by me is not 

according to man. For I neither received it from 

man, nor was I taught it, but it came through 

the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

 

For you have heard of my former conduct in 

Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God 

beyond measure and tried to destroy it. And I 

advanced in Judaism beyond many of my 

contemporaries in my own nation, being more 

exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my 

fathers. 

 

But when it pleased God, who separated me 

from my mother’s womb and called me through 

His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might 

preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not 

immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor 

did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 

apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and 

returned again to Damascus. 

Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to 

see Peter, and remained with him fifteen days. 

But I saw none of the other apostles except 

James, the Lord’s brother. 

 

Gospel of the Sunday (Matthew 2:13-23) 

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel 

of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, 

saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His 

mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I 

bring you word; for Herod will seek the young 

Child to destroy Him.” 

 

When he arose, he took the young Child and His 

mother by night and departed for Egypt, and 

was there until the death of Herod, that it might 

be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord 

through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I 

called My Son.” 

 

Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived 

by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he 

sent forth and put to death all the male children 

who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, 

from two years old and under, according to the 

time which he had determined from the wise 

men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by 

Jeremiah the prophet, saying: 

 

“A voice was heard in Ramah, 

Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children, 

Refusing to be comforted, 

Because they are no more.” 

 

Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of 

the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 

Egypt, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and 

His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for 

those who sought the young Child’s life are 

dead.” Then he arose, took the young Child and 

His mother, and came into the land of Israel. 

 

But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning 

over Judea instead of his father Herod, he was 

afraid to go there. And being warned by God in a 

dream, he turned aside into the region of 

Galilee. And he came and dwelt in a city called 

Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was 

spoken by the prophets, “He shall be called a 

Nazarene.” 

 

Hymn to the Theotokos of the Feast 

Magnify, O my soul, the most pure Virgin 

Theotokos,  

more honorable and more glorious than the 

heavenly hosts. 

I behold a strange, most glorious mystery:  

heaven—the cave;  

the cherubic throne—the Virgin;  

the manger—the place where Christ lay: 

the uncontainable God, Whom we magnify in 

song. 

 

Communion Hymn of Sunday 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in 

the highest! Rejoice in the Lord, O you 

righteous; praise befits the just! (Ps. 32:1)  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

 

 

Hymns and Readings for Sunday, December 26 


