
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whether you’re searching for a new church home 
or just visiting, we’re glad you’re with us today. If 
you have a prayer request, are looking for more 
information about the Orthodox Faith, would like to 
join our parish, or would like to speak with Fr 
Thomas, we invite you to fill out a visitor’s card and 
drop it in the offering basket as your offering today. 
We want to get to know you! God bless you! 

Wednesday, May 23  

    6:30 pm  Daily Vespers 

    7:00 pm  Bible Study 

Saturday, May 26 

    4:30 pm  Confessions 

    5:00 pm  Great Vespers with Litiya 

Sunday, May 27 – Great Feast of Pentecost 

    10:00 am  Festal Divine Liturgy 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved 
for Orthodox Christians who prepare themselves 
by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox visitors are 
welcome to come forward to venerate the cross 
and receive the Antidoron (blessed bread) at the 
conclusion of the service. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Today is the last day of Church School for the 
school year. We will hold our year end recognition 
after the gospel reading. Church school will be 
held after the Divine Liturgy. We want to thank all 
of our Church School teachers, parents and 
students, to Matushka Joni Soroka and Deacon 
Luke Loboda for their dedication and love for our 
children. May God bless you and keep you! 
 
Thank you to Nathan Graff for leading our 
Sunday morning Adult Education class this school 
year. His thorough preparation and in-depth 
treatment of important historical subjects was of 
great benefit to those adults who attended. May 
God bless and reward him for his tireless efforts. 
 
 Next week is the great feast of Pentecost. On 
this day we traditionally decorate our church with 
tree branches and greenery. If you would like to 
help decorate, please be at the church at 8:30 
am. Anyone may also bring small branches from 
their trees (they should be cut that morning) to 
place in the church. 
 
 Our May hoagie sale will be held on 
Wednesday, May 30. Italian Hoagies and wraps are 
$6.50 each and the Turkey hoagies and wraps are 
$7.00 each.  Orders can be placed by calling 412-
974-9912, faxing 724-926-4052 or emailing 
rjmbmsam1@verizion.net. Orders are due on 
Sunday evening, May 27. Orders can be picked up 
between noon and 1 pm May 30 at the church hall. 
 

 Ill and infirm: Known to be Hospitalized; 
Georgiann Robes (Sewickley). Home recovery 
Autumn Heath (40 days), George Shaytar. Shut in, 
Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: Olga Bednar, 
Olga Tryszyn, Mary Zapp. 
 
 From Mat. Nancy K. Mell and Gregory Mell for 
the departed servant, Dn. Joseph Mell; for the 
health of family.  From Nancy Shaytar for the 
health of (husband) George.  From John & Olga 
for the health of Anatoly & Galina Vilkov and Peter 
Kowlachek on his birthday.  From John & Nancy 
Pravlochak for the departed servants, our Mothers 
and Grandmothers; for the health of our 
grandchildren.  From Kristie Mertz for the 
departed servants, Elizabeth Bosko and Gertrude 
Herold; for the health of Janice Bosko.  From 
Marina Petrov for the health of Raisa, Yevgeniy, 
Roman, Polina, Vladimir, Veronika, Elizabeth and 
Ekaterina.  From Tatyana Sechler for the departed 
servants, Polina, Lida, Slava, Bruce, Galina, 
Valentina, Gina, Andrei, Maria and Marina; for the 
health of Diana, Veronika, Sergei, Tatyana S., 
Tatyana F., Joe, Bernadett and Kristofer. 
 
 
.

And so, dearly-beloved, let us rejoice with spiritual joy, 
and let us with gladness pay God worthy thanks and 
raise our hearts' eyes unimpeded to those heights 
where Christ is. Minds that have heard the call to be 
uplifted must not be pressed down by earthly 
affections, they that are fore-ordained to things eternal 
must not be taken up with the things that perish; they 
that have entered on the way of Truth must not be 
entangled in treacherous snares, and the faithful must 
so take their course through these temporal things as 
to remember that they are sojourning in the vale of 
this world, in which, even though they meet with some 
attractions, they must not sinfully embrace them, but 
bravely pass through them. For to this devotion the 
blessed Apostle Peter arouses us, and entreating us 
with that loving eagerness which he conceived for 
feeding Christ's sheep by the threefold profession of 
love for the Lord, says: "Dearly-beloved, I beseech 
you, as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 
lusts which war against the soul" [1 Peter 2:11] . But 
for whom do fleshly pleasures wage war, if not for the 
devil, whose delight it is to fetter souls that strive after 
things above, with the enticements of corruptible good 
things, and to draw them away from those abodes 
from which he himself has been banished? Against his 
plots every believer must keep careful watch that he 
may crush his foe on the side whence the attack is 
made. And there is no more powerful weapon, dearly-
beloved, against the devil's wiles than kindly mercy 
and bounteous charity, by which every sin is either 
escaped or vanquished. But this lofty power is not 
attained until that which is opposed to it be 
overthrown. And what so hostile to mercy and works 
of charity as avarice from the root of which spring all 
evils ? And unless it be destroyed by lack of 
nourishment, there must needs grow in the ground of 
that heart in which this evil weed has taken root, the 
thorns and briars of vices rather than any seed of true 
goodness. Let us then, dearly-beloved, resist this 
pestilential evil and follow after charity , without which 
no virtue can flourish, that by this path of love whereby 
Christ came down to us, we too may mount up to Him, 
to Whom with God the Father and the Holy Spirit is 
honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
(St Leo the Great, Second Homily on the Ascension)  

Welcome! 
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Prayers 

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 

On the Ascension 



Troparion of the Resurrection  Tone 6 

The angelic powers were at Thy tomb; 
the guards became as dead men. 
Mary stood by Thy grave, seeking Thy most pure 
Body. 
Thou didst capture hell,  
not being tempted by it. 
Thou didst come to the Virgin granting life. 
O Lord who didst rise from the dead, glory to Thee! 
 
Troparion of the Ascension  Tone 4 
O Christ God, Thou hast ascended in glory, 
granting joy to Thy disciples by the promise of the 
Holy Spirit. 
Through the blessing, they were assured 
that Thou art the Son of God, 
the Redeemer of the world. 
 
Troparion of the Holy Fathers  Tone 8 
Most glorious art Thou, O Christ our God! 
Thou hast established the Holy Fathers as lights on 
the earth! 
Through them Thou hast guided us to the true faith! 
O greatly Compassionate One, glory to Thee! 
 
Kontakion of the Holy Fathers  Tone 8 
The Apostles’ preaching and the Fathers’ doctrines 
have established one Faith for the Church. 
Adorned with the robe of truth, woven from 
heavenly theology,// 
It defines and glorifies the great mystery of 
Orthodoxy. 
 
Kontakion of the Ascension  Tone 6 
When Thou didst fulfill the dispensation for our 
sake, 
and unite earth to heaven: 
Thou didst ascend in glory, O Christ our God, 
not being parted from those who love Thee, 
but remaining with them and crying: 
I am with you and no one will be against you! 
 
Prokeimenon (Song of the Three Youths)  Tone 4 
Blessed art Thou, O Lord, God of our Fathers, and 
praised and glorified is Thy name forever! 
 

Epistle (Acts 20:16-18, 28-36) 
For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that 
he would not have to spend time in Asia; for he was 
hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the Day 
of Pentecost. 
 
From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the 
elders of the church. And when they had come to 
him, he said to them: “You know, from the first day 
that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived 
among you, 
 
Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the 
flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He 
purchased with His own blood. For I know this, that 
after my departure savage wolves will come in 
among you, not sparing the flock. Also from among 
yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse 
things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. 
Therefore watch, and remember that for three 
years I did not cease to warn everyone night and 
day with tears. 
 
So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to 
the word of His grace, which is able to build you up 
and give you an inheritance among all those who 
are sanctified. I have coveted no one’s silver or 
gold or apparel. Yes, you yourselves know that 
these hands have provided for my necessities, and 
for those who were with me. I have shown you in 
every way, by laboring like this, that you must 
support the weak. And remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.’” 
 
And when he had said these things, he knelt down 
and prayed with them all. 
 
Gospel (John 17:1-13) 
Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to 
heaven, and said: “Father, the hour has come. 
Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify 
You, as You have given Him authority over all flesh, 
that He should give eternal life to as many as You 
have given Him. And this is eternal life, that they 

may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom You have sent. I have glorified You on the 
earth. I have finished the work which You have 
given Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify Me 
together with Yourself, with the glory which I had 
with You before the world was. 
 
“I have manifested Your name to the men whom 
You have given Me out of the world. They were 
Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept 
Your word. Now they have known that all things 
which You have given Me are from You. For I have 
given to them the words which You have given  
 
Me; and they have received them, and have known 
surely that I came forth from You; and they have 
believed that You sent Me.  
 
“I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for 
those whom You have given Me, for they are 
Yours. And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, 
and I am glorified in them. Now I am no longer in 
the world, but these are in the world, and I come to 
You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those 
whom You have given Me, that they may be one as 
We are. While I was with them in the world, I kept 
them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I 
have kept; and none of them is lost except the son 
of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. But 
now I come to You, and these things I speak in the 
world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in 
themselves. 
 
Hymn to the Theotokos of the Ascension 
Magnify, O my soul, Christ the Giver of Life who 
has ascended from earth to heaven! We magnify 
the Mother of God, who beyond reason and 
understanding gave birth in time to the Timeless 
One! 
 
Communion Hymn of the Sunday 
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in 
the highest! 
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous!  Praise befits 
the just! 
 

Today’s lesson: The Ascension of Christ 
 
Questions to ask/review:  

 What were Jesus’s promises on Ascension? 
(there are 3: to send the Spirit, to be with them 
always, and to return in glory) 

 What did He tell his disciples to do? 

 Where did the Ascension occur? (on the Mount 
of Olives, near Bethany) 

 In what way is the Ascension the crowning of 
the Paschal mystery? 

 Where does Jesus sit now? (at the right hand 
of the Father) 

 A cloud came and removed Jesus from the 
sight of His disciples; where else do we see a 
cloud with a divine appearance? (Red Sea, Mt. 
Sinai and the 10 Commandments, Mary at the 
Annunciation, Transfiguration) 

 What did the apostles do between Ascension 
and Pentecost? (wait for the coming of the Holy 
Spirit) 

 
Suggested activities at home: 

 Read the scripture before bed: Mark 16:15-19, 
Matthew 28:16-end, Acts 1: 1-12. 

 Discuss how we can prayerfully anticipate the 
coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. 

 Prayer: Lord Jesus, have mercy on me, that I 
may ascend with You. Amen. 

 

Hymns and Readings for Today Hymns and Readings for Today Today in Church School 


