
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whether you’re searching for a new church home 
or just visiting, we’re glad you’re with us today. If 
you have a prayer request, are looking for more 
information about the Orthodox Faith, would like to 
join our parish, or would like to speak with Fr 
Thomas, we invite you to fill out a visitor’s card and 
drop it in the offering basket as your offering today. 
We want to get to know you! God bless you! 

Tuesday, August 14 – Dormition of the Theotokos 

    6:00 pm   Festal Divine Liturgy 

    Blessing of flowers and herbs 

    The faithful are encouraged to bring flowers and 

    herbs to be blessed on this day. 

Saturday, August 18 

     12 noon to 3:00 pm – Archdiocesan Family Day 

     3:00 pm Great Vespers at the Pavillion 

Sunday, August 19 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved 
for Orthodox Christians who prepare themselves 
by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox visitors are 
welcome to come forward to venerate the cross 
and receive the Antidoron (blessed bread) at the 
conclusion of the service. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 During the summer months, let’s continue to 
offer worship and praise to God in thanksgiving for 
the continued blessings He richly pours out on us. 
In this way, God is glorified, we sustain our faith, 
and we become an example to others. Traveling 
this summer? Seek out a church to visit at 
orthodoxyinamerica.com.  
 
 A Spaghetti Dinner will be held in our parish on 
Sunday, August 19 after the Divine Liturgy. Tickets 
are $10 for adults and $5 for children ages 5-12. 
Proceeds will fund the cost of a new freezer for our 
Slavic Food Fest. 
 
 Our August hoagie sale will be held on 
Wednesday, August 29. Italian Hoagies and wraps 
are $6.50 each and the Turkey hoagies and wraps 
are $7.00 each.  Orders can be placed by calling 
412-974-9912, faxing 724-926-4052 or emailing 
rjmbmsam1@verizion.net. Orders are due on 
Sunday evening, August 26. Orders can be picked 
up between noon and 1 pm August 29 at the 
church hall. 
 
 Congratulations to Alexandra and Aaron 
Summers on the birth of their new daughter, 
Isabelle Helen, born on Thursday at 7:22 am. She 
weighed 8 lbs 9 oz and was 19" long at birth. Mom 
and baby Isabelle are healthy and Dad and 
Isabelle's five siblings are thrilled to welcome her to 
the family! 
 

 Help wanted! As our number 
of children grows we are in 
need of new teachers. If you are 
interested in teaching our 
precious children in Church 

School, please contact Matushka Joni soon! 

 Ill and infirm: Known to be Hospitalized; (None). 
Home: Georgiann Robes. Doris Wasilko, Jessica 
Baker (40 days), Alexandra Summers (40 days). 
Shut in, Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: Olga 
Bednar, Olga Tryszyn, Mary Zapp. 
 
 From Mat. Nancy K. Mell and Gregory Mell for 
the departed servant, Dn. Joseph Mell; for the 
health of family.  From Marsha Wasilko for the 
health of the Wasilko family; special thanks.  From 
Charles A. Wasilko for the departed servant, Very 
Rev. Vladimir Soroka.  From John & Olga for the 
health of Anatoly & Galina Vilkov and Rachel Heuer 
on her birthday.  From Alexandria Tirpak for the 
departed servants, Archpriest Vladimir and Fr. 
Joseph; for the health of my family; special 
intentions.  From Marina Petrov for the health of 
Raisa, Yevgeniy, Vladimir, Roman and Polina.  
From Irene Kulchock for the departed servants, 
Richard Kulchock and Mary Pravlochak. 
 

Looking ahead: 
Church School/Adult Ed – Sunday, September 9 
Bible Study Start – Wednesday, September 12 
Slavic Food Fest 2018 – Saturday, October 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 to  Larry and Suzy Polny for donating the 
August monthly categories of Bulletin ($60), Holy 
Bread ($50), Communion Wine ($40), Altar 
Candles ($25) and to Fr Thomas and Mat Joni 
Soroka for donating Incense ($10) for the health of 
daughter, Natalie. 
.

As our parish grows, we have greater needs for 
ministry opportunities within the parish. Everyone 
who cares about and loves this parish can play 
a role in building up our parish community. 
Everyone has been given gifts by God. The 
purpose of those gifts is to build up the Body of 
Christ. 
 

 Prosphora bakers 

 Website developers and managers 

 Audio recording editors 

 Greeters 

 Singers 

 Liturgical Readers 

 Videographers 

 Photographers 

 Teachers (for adults and children) 

 Youth advisors 

 Newsletter Editor 

 “Welcome to the Table” servers 

 Visitors to the sick and shut-ins 

 

by St Gregory Palamas 

 

...from the Evangelist Matthew we read: “And His 
face shone as the sun” (Mt 17:2). But the 
Evangelist said this, not in the context that this 
Light be thought of as subsistent for the senses (let 
us put aside the blindness of mind of those who 
can conceive of nothing higher than what is known 
through the senses). Rather, it is to show that 
Christ God, for those living and contemplating by 
the Spirit, is the same as the sun is for those living 
in the flesh and contemplating by the senses. 
Therefore, some other Light for the knowing the 
Divinity is not necessary for those who are enriched 
by Divine gifts. (continued on insert) 
  

Welcome! 

 

This Week 

Announcements 

 

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector 

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached 

Mat. Janet Mihalick, Choir Director 

 

11th Sunday after Pentecost/Transfiguration Postfeast 
 

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, PA 
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Prayers 

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 

Ministry Opportunities 

Thank you 

On the Transfiguration 



Troparion of the Resurrection  Tone 2 
When Thou didst descend to death, O Life 
Immortal, 
Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy 
Godhead! 
And when from the depths Thou didst raise the 
dead, 
all the powers of heaven cried out: 
O Giver of Life, Christ our God, glory to Thee! 
mankind! 
 
Troparion of the Feast   Tone 7 
Thou wast transfigured on the mount, O Christ 
God, 
Revealing Thy glory to Thy disciples as far as they 
could bear it. 
Let Thine everlasting light shine upon us sinners! 
Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Giver of 
Light, glory to Thee! 
 
Troparion of St Nicholas  Tone 4 

You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith, 

an image of humility, and a teacher of abstinence. 

Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to 

you! 

Because of your poverty riches were granted to 

you! 

O holy Bishop Nicholas, 

pray to Christ our God to save our souls. 

 
Kontakion of the Resurrection  Tone 2 
Hell became afraid, O almighty Savior, 
seeing the miracle of Thy resurrection from the 
tomb! 
The dead arose! Creation, with Adam, beheld this 
and rejoiced with Thee! 
And the world, O my Savior, praises Thee forever! 
 
Kontakion of the Feast   Tone 7 
On the mountain wast Thou transfigured, O Christ 
God, 
and Thy disciples beheld Thy glory as far as they 
could see it; 
so that when they would behold Thee crucified, 
they would understand that Thy suffering was 
voluntary, 

and would proclaim to the world, 
that Thou art truly the Radiance of the Father! 
 
Prokeimenon  (Psalm 118)  Tone 2 
The Lord is my strength and my song.  He has 
become my salvation! 
 
Prokeimenon of the Feast (Ps 103/104:24)  Tone 4 
O Lord, how manifold art Thy works; in wisdom 
hast Thou made them all!   
 
Epistle (I Corinthians 9:2-12) 
If I am not an apostle to others, yet doubtless I am 
to you. For you are the seal of my apostleship in 
the Lord. My defense to those who examine me is 
this: Do we have no right to eat and drink? Do we 
have no right to take along a believing wife, as do 
also the other apostles, the brothers of the Lord, 
and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have 
no right to refrain from working? Who ever goes to 
war at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard 
and does not eat of its fruit? Or who tends a flock 
and does not drink of the milk of the flock? 
  
Do I say these things as a mere man? Or does not 
the law say the same also? For it is written in the 
law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it 
treads out the grain.” Is it oxen God is concerned 
about? Or does He say it altogether for our sakes? 
For our sakes, no doubt, this is written, that he who 
plows should plow in hope, and he who threshes in 
hope should be partaker of his hope. If we have 
sown spiritual things for you, is it a great thing if we 
reap your material things? If others are partakers of 
this right over you, are we not even more?   
Nevertheless we have not used this right, but 
endure all things lest we hinder the gospel of 
Christ. 
 
Gospel (Matthew 18:23-35) 
Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain 
king who wanted to settle accounts with his 
servants. And when he had begun to settle 
accounts, one was brought to him who owed him 
ten thousand talents. But as he was not able to 
pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with 
his wife and children and all that he had, and that 

payment be made. The servant therefore fell down 
before him, saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, 
and I will pay you all.’ Then the master of that 
servant was moved with compassion, released him, 
and forgave him the debt. 
 
But that servant went out and found one of his 
fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; 
and he laid hands on him and took him by the 
throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ So his 
fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, 
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
all.’ And he would not, but went and threw him into 
prison till he should pay the debt. So when his 
fellow servants saw what had been done, they were 
very grieved, and came and told their master all 
that had been done. Then his master, after he had 
called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I 
forgave you all that debt because you begged me. 
Should you not also have had compassion on your 
fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’ And his 
master was angry, and delivered him to the 
torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. 
So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of 
you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his 
trespasses. 
 
Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in 

the highest! 

 

On the Transfiguration by St Gregory Palamas 
(continued) That same Inscrutable Light shone and 
was mysteriously manifest to the Apostles and the 
foremost of the Prophets at that moment, when (the 
Lord) was praying. This shows that what brought 
forth this blessed sight was prayer, and that the 
radiance occurred and was manifest by uniting the 
mind with God, and that it is granted to all who, with 
constant exercise in efforts of virtue and prayer, 
strive with their mind towards God. True beauty, 
essentially, can be contemplated only with a 
purified mind. To gaze upon its luminance assumes 
a sort of participation in it, as though some bright 
ray etches itself upon the face. 
 
Even the face of Moses was illumined by his 
association with God. Do you not know that Moses 
was transfigured when he went up the mountain, 

and there beheld the Glory of God? But he (Moses) 
did not effect this, but rather he underwent a 
transfiguration. However, our Lord Jesus Christ 
possessed that Light Himself. In this regard, 
actually, He did not need prayer for His flesh to 
radiate with the Divine Light; it was but to show 
from whence that Light descends upon the saints of 
God, and how to contemplate it. For it is written that 
even the saints “will shine forth like the sun” (Mt 
13:43), which is to say, entirely permeated by 
Divine Light as they gaze upon Christ, divinely and 
inexpressibly shining forth His Radiance, issuing 
from His Divine Nature. On Mount Tabor it was 
manifest also in His Flesh, by reason of the 
Hypostatic Union (i.e., the union of the two perfect 
natures, divine and human, within the divine Person 
[Hypostasis] of Christ, the Second Person of the 
Most Holy Trinity). The Fourth Ecumenical Council 
at Chalcedon defined this Hypostatic union of 
Christ’s two natures, divine and human, as “without 
mingling, without change, without division, without 
separation.” 
 
We believe that at the Transfiguration He 
manifested not some other sort of light, but only 
that which was concealed beneath His fleshly 
exterior. This Light was the Light of the Divine 
Nature, and as such, it was Uncreated and Divine. 
So also, in the teachings of the Fathers, Jesus 
Christ was transfigured on the Mount, not taking 
upon Himself something new nor being changed 
into something new, nor something which formerly 
He did not possess. 
 
Rather, it was to show His disciples that which He 
already was, opening their eyes and bringing them 
from blindness to sight. For do you not see that 
eyes that can perceive natural things would be 
blind to this Light? 
 
Thus, this Light is not a light of the senses, and 
those contemplating it do not simply see with 
sensual eyes, but rather they are changed by the 
power of the Divine Spirit. They were transformed, 
and only in this way did they see the transformation 
taking place amidst the very assumption of our 
perishability, with the deification through union with 
the Word of God in place of this. 
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