
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whether you’re searching for a new church home 
or just visiting, we’re glad you’re with us today. If 
you have a prayer request, are looking for more 
information about the Orthodox Faith, would like to 
join our parish, or would like to speak with Fr 
Thomas, we invite you to fill out a visitor’s card and 
drop it in the offering basket as your offering today. 
We want to get to know you! God bless you! 

Tuesday, August 28 – Beheading of St John 

    7:00 pm - Great Vespers with Litiya 

Saturday, September 1 

    NO GREAT VESPERS  

Sunday, September 2 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

 

Looking ahead: 
Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos 
  Friday, Sept 7 – Vespers at 7:00 pm 
  Saturday, Sept 8 – Liturgy at 9:30 am 
Church School/Adult Ed – Sunday, September 9 
Bible Study Start – Wednesday, September 12 
Feast of the Elevation of the Cross 
  Thursday Sept 13 – Liturgy at 6:00 pm 
Slavic Food Fest 2018 – Saturday, October 13 

 

 
 

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved 
for Orthodox Christians who prepare themselves 
by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox visitors are 
welcome to come forward to venerate the cross 
and receive the Antidoron (blessed bread) at the 
conclusion of the service. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Next Sunday we will host a lay-sister from the 
Convent of St Elizabeth in Minsk, Belarus. She 
is staying in the parish house this week. This 
amazing convent serves the spiritual and physical 
needs of thousands of Belorussians in their 
exemplary monastery which has existed only since 
1994. We’ll hear a presentation from the sisters 
about their ministries and life. A select number of 
religious items will also be available for purchase 
which benefits the convent. We ask every family to 
prayerfully consider giving a financial  gift to 
further their work to the extent that you are 
able. Please make your checks payable to St 
Nicholas Church and we will present one gift to 
the sisters. God bless you for your faithfulness!~ 
 
 Our August hoagie sale is being held on 
Wednesday, August 29. Italian Hoagies and wraps 
are $6.50 each and the Turkey hoagies and wraps 
are $7.00 each.  Orders can be placed by calling 
412-974-9912, faxing 724-926-4052 or emailing 
rjmbmsam1@verizion.net. Orders are due on 
Sunday evening, August 26. Orders can be picked 
up between noon and 1 pm August 29 at the 
church hall. 

 Ill and infirm: Known to be Hospitalized; (None). 
Home: Georgiann Robes. Alexandra Summers (40 
days). Shut in, Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: 
Olga Bednar, Olga Tryszyn, Mary Zapp. 
 
 From Mat. Nancy K. Mell and Gregory Mell for 
the departed servant, Dn. Joseph Mell; for the 
health of family.  From Marsha Wasilko for the 
health of the Wasilko family.  From Charles A. 
Wasilko for the health of (sisters) Doris & Marsha.  
From Doris Wasilko for the departed servants 
from the Wasilko & Dyczko families; for the health 
of the Wasilko family.  From Alexandria Tirpak for 
the departed servant, my mom (1920-1954) ~ 
Memory Eternal; special intentions.  From Dawna 
Beckett for health of Michael Beckett on his 21st 
birthday.  From Marina Petrov for the health of 
Raisa, Yevgeniy, Laureen, Vladimir, Roman, 
Polina, Raisa, Boris, Alla, Sergey, Alexei and 
Mikhail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 to  Larry and Suzy Polny for donating the 
August monthly categories of Bulletin ($60), Holy 
Bread ($50), Communion Wine ($40); to Donya 
Yewisiak for donating Altar Candles ($25) in 
memory of Fr Vladimir Soroka, and to Fr Thomas 
and Mat Joni Soroka for donating Incense ($10) 
for the health of daughter, Natalie. 
.

As our parish grows, we have greater needs for 
ministry opportunities within the parish. Everyone 
who cares about and loves this parish can play 
a role in building up our parish community. 
Everyone has been given gifts by God. The 
purpose of those gifts is to build up the Body of 
Christ. 

 Prosphora bakers 

 Website developers and managers 

 Audio recording editors 

 Greeters 

 Singers 

 Liturgical Readers 

 Videographers 

 Photographers 

 Teachers (for adults and children) 

 Youth advisors 

 Newsletter Editor 

 “Welcome to the Table” servers 

 Visitors to the sick and shut-ins 

 

 

 

Our SLAVIC FOOD FESTIVAL is just around the 

corner! BUT... SEPTEMBER 16TH is even 

CLOSER! That's our Basket Auction deadline this 

year! To make this another successful Auction, 

empty baskets and completed “Themed” Baskets of 

your design are needed. We also need items to fill 

donated baskets. Any new and/or unused items 

you wish to donate are appreciated. Your items 

&/or baskets (empty or filled) can be left on the 

Fellowship Hall back door table or given to Marsha 

Wasilko, Michelle Bittner or Suzy Polny.  Your 

Basket Auction Committee thanks you in advance!  

Welcome! 

 

This Week 

Announcements 

 

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector 

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached 

Mat. Janet Mihalick, Choir Director 

 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, PA 

OrthodoxPittsburgh.org                          August 26, 2018 

 

Prayers 

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 

Ministry Opportunities 

Thank you 

Slavic Food Fest 2018 



Troparion of the Resurrection  Tone 4 

When the women Disciples of the Lord learned 

from the Angel 

the joyous message of the Resurrection, 

they cast away the ancestral curse 

and elatedly told the Apostles: 

“Death is overthrown! 

Christ God is risen, 

granting the world great mercy!” 

 

Kontakion of the Resurrection  Tone 4 

My Savior and Redeemer as God 
rose from the tomb and delivered the earthborn 
from their chains. 
He has shattered the gates of hell, 
and as Master 
He has risen on the third day! 
 
Kontakion of the Theotokos  Tone 6 
Steadfast protectress of Christians, 
constant advocate before the Creator, 
do not despise the cry of us sinners, 
but in your goodness come speedily to help us who 
call on you in faith. 
Hasten to hear our intercessions and to intercede 
for us, O Theotokos 
For you always protect those who honor you. 
 
Prokeimenon  (Psalm 104)   Tone 4 
O Lord, how manifold are Thy works! In wisdom 
hast Thou made them all. 
 
Epistle of the Sunday (I Corinthians 16:13-24) 
Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong. 
Let all that you do be done with love.  
 
I urge you, brethren—you know the household of 
Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and 
that they have devoted themselves to the ministry 
of the saints— that you also submit to such, and to 
everyone who works and labors with us. 
 
I am glad about the coming of Stephanas, 
Fortunatus, and Achaicus, for what was lacking on 
your part they supplied. For they refreshed my spirit 
and yours. Therefore acknowledge such men. 

The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Priscilla 
greet you heartily in the Lord, with the church that is 
in their house. All the brethren greet you. Greet one 
another with a holy kiss.  
 
The salutation with my own hand—Paul’s. If 
anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him 
be accursed. O Lord, come! The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you. My love be with you all in 
Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 
Gospel of the Sunday (Matthew 21:33-42) 
“Hear another parable: There was a certain 
landowner who planted a vineyard and set a hedge 
around it, dug a winepress in it and built a tower. 
And he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far 
country. Now when vintage-time drew near, he sent 
his servants to the vinedressers, that they might 
receive its fruit. And the vinedressers took his 
servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another. 
Again he sent other servants, more than the first, 
and they did likewise to them. Then last of all he 
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my 
son.’ But when the vinedressers saw the son, they 
said among themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let 
us kill him and seize his inheritance.’ So they took 
him and cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. 
 
Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, 
what will he do to those vinedressers?”  
 
They said to Him, “He will destroy those wicked 
men miserably, and lease his vineyard to other 
vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in 
their seasons.” 
 
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the 
Scriptures: 'The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the chief cornerstone. This was the 
LORD’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?" 
 
Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in 
the highest! 

 

The Martyrs Adrian and Natalia were married in 
their youth for one year prior to their martyrdom, 
and lived in Nicomedia during the time of the 
emperor Maximian (305-311). The emperor 
promised a reward to whomever would inform on 
Christians to bring them to trial. Then the 
denunciations began, and twenty-three Christians 
were captured in a cave near Nicomedia. 
 
They were tortured, urged to worship idols, and 
then brought before the Praetor, in order to record 
their names and responses. Adrian, the head of the 
praetorium, watched as these people suffered with 
such courage for their faith. Seeing how firmly and 
fearlessly they confessed Christ, asked: “What 
rewards do you expect from your God for your 
suffering?” The martyrs replied: “Such rewards as 
we are not able to describe, nor can your mind 
comprehend.” Saint Adrian told the scribes, “Write 
my name down also, for I am a Christian and I die 
gladly for Christ God.” 
 
The scribes reported this to the emperor, who 
summoned Saint Adrian and asked: “Really, have 
you gone mad, that you want to die? Come, cross 
out your name from the lists and offer sacrifice to 
the gods, asking their forgiveness.” 
 
Saint Adrian answered: “I have not lost my mind, 
but rather have I found it.” Maximian then ordered 
Adrian to be thrown into prison. His wife, Saint 
Natalia, knowing that her husband was to suffer for 
Christ, rejoiced, since she herself was secretly a 
Christian. 
 
She hastened to the prison and encouraged her 
husband saying: “You are blessed, my lord, 
because you have believed in Christ. You have 
obtained a great treasure. Do not regret anything 
earthly, neither beauty, nor youth (Adrian was then 
28 years of age), nor riches. Everything worldly is 
dust and ashes. Only faith and good deeds are 
pleasing to God.” 
 
On the pledge of the other martyrs, they released 
Saint Adrian from prison to tell his wife about the 
day of his execution. At first Saint Natalia thought 

that he had renounced Christ and thus had been 
set free, and she did not want to let him into the 
house. The saint persuaded his wife that he had 
not fled from martyrdom, but rather had come to 
give her the news of the day of his execution. 
 
They tortured Saint Adrian cruelly. The emperor 
advised the saint to have pity on himself and call on 
the gods, but the martyr answered: “Let your gods 
say what blessings they promise me, and then I 
shall worship them, but if they cannot do this, then 
why should I worship them?” Saint Natalia did not 
cease to 
encourage her 
husband. She 
asked him also 
to pray to God 
for her, that 
they would not 
force her into 
marriage with a 
pagan after his 
death. 
 
The 
executioner 
ordered the 
hands and the 
legs of the saints to be broken on the anvil. Saint 
Natalia, fearing that her husband would hesitate on 
seeing the sufferings of the other martyrs, asked 
the executioner to begin with him, and permit her to 
put his hands and legs on the anvil herself. 
 
They wanted to burn the bodies of the saints, but a 
storm arose and the fire went out. Many of the 
executioners even were struck by lightning. Saint 
Natalia took the hand of her husband and kept it at 
home. Soon an army commander asked the 
emperor’s approval to wed Saint Natalia, who was 
both young and rich. But she hid herself away in 
Byzantium. Saint Adrian appeared to her in a 
dream and said that she would soon be at rest in 
the Lord. The martyr, worn out by her former 
sufferings, in fact soon fell asleep in the Lord. 
Although she did not shed her own blood, she is 
numbered among the martyrs for having co-
suffered with them, serving and encouraging them 
in their heroic struggles for the sake of Christ. 

Adrian and Natalia Hymns and Readings for Today 


