
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whether you’re searching for a new church home 
or just visiting, we’re glad you’re with us today. If 
you have a prayer request, are looking for more 
information about the Orthodox Faith, would like to 
join our parish, or would like to speak with Fr 
Thomas, we invite you to fill out a visitor’s card and 
drop it in the offering basket as your offering today. 
We want to get to know you! God bless you! 

Friday, September 7 

    7:00 pm - Great Vespers with Litiya 

Saturday, September 8 

    Nativity of the Theotokos 

    9:30 am – Festal Divine Liturgy 

    5:00pm Vigil (Vespers and Abridged Matins) 

Sunday, September 9 

    10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

 

Looking ahead: 
Church School/Adult Ed – Sunday, September 9 
Bible Study Start – Wednesday, September 12 
Feast of the Elevation of the Cross 
  Thursday Sept 13 
  Vespers at 5:00 pm - Liturgy at 6:00 pm 
Slavic Food Fest 2018 – Saturday, October 13 

 

 
 

To our Visitors: Holy Communion is reserved 
for Orthodox Christians who prepare themselves 
by prayer and fasting. Non-Orthodox visitors are 
welcome to come forward to venerate the cross 
and receive the Antidoron (blessed bread) at the 
conclusion of the service. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Welcome to the Table Ministry: We will be 
preparing and serving a meal for Welcome to the 
Table at Christ Community Church this Wednesday  
9/12 from 5:30-7pm.  See Mat. Ashley Loboda or 
Sasha Gajewski if you are interested in 
volunteering. 
 
 Today we are happy to welcome Sister Anna 
from the Convent of St Elizabeth in Minsk, 
Belarus. She is staying in the parish house this 
week. This amazing convent serves the spiritual 
and physical needs of thousands of Belorussians in 
their exemplary monastery which has existed only 
since 1994. We’ll hear a presentation downstairs 
about their ministries and life. A select number of 
religious items will also be available for purchase 
which benefits the convent. We ask every family to 
prayerfully consider giving a financial  gift to 
further their work to the extent that you are 
able. Please make your checks payable to St 
Nicholas Church and we will present one gift to 
the sisters. God bless you for your faithfulness!~ 
 

 Ill and infirm: Known to be Hospitalized; (None). 
Home: Georgiann Robes. Alexandra Summers (40 
days). Shut in, Rehabilitation, or Nursing Home: 
Olga Bednar, Olga Tryszyn, Mary Zapp. 
 
 From Mat. Nancy K. Mell and Gregory Mell for 
the departed servant, Dn. Joseph Mell; for the 
health of family.  From Marsha Wasilko for the 
health of the Wasilko family.  From Charles A. 
Wasilko for the health of (sisters) Doris & Marsha.  
From Doris Wasilko for the health of the Wasilko 
family.  From Alexandria Tirpak for the departed 
servant, (mother) Amelia; for the health of my 
family, Stephen, Nicholas; in travels; special 
intentions.  From Tatyana Sechler for the departed 
servants, Bruce, Polina, Slava, Lida, Marina and 
Valentina; for health of Andriana, Veronika, Adick, 
Tatyana, Daniel and Daiana.  From Larry & Suzy 
Polny for the departed servant, Marie; for the 
health of our daughter, Gretchen. 

Our SLAVIC FOOD FESTIVAL is just around the 
corner! BUT... SEPTEMBER 16TH is even 
CLOSER! That's our Basket Auction deadline this 
year! To make this another successful Auction, 
empty baskets and completed “Themed” Baskets of 
your design are needed. We also need items to fill 
donated baskets. Any new and/or unused items 
you wish to donate are appreciated. Your items 
&/or baskets (empty or filled) can be left on the 
Fellowship Hall back door table or given to Marsha 
Wasilko, Michelle Bittner or Suzy Polny.  Your 
Basket Auction Committee thanks you in advance! 

 to  Sandi Tirpak for donating all of the 
September monthly categories of Bulletin ($60), 
Holy Bread ($50), Communion Wine ($40); Altar 
Candles ($25) and Incense ($10). 
.

Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and 
has anointed us is God, who also has sealed us 
and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a 
guarantee.  
 
Again, from the past He establishes the future. For if it 
is He that establishes us in Christ; (i.e., who suffers us 
not to be shaken from the faith which is in Christ;) and 
He that anointed us and gave the Spirit in our hearts, 
how shall He not give us the future things? 
 
For if He gave the principles and the foundations, and 
the root and the fount, (to wit, the true knowledge of 
Him, the partaking of the Spirit,) how shall He not give 
the things that come of these: for if for the sake of 
these those are given, much more will he supply 
those. And if to such as were enemies he gave these, 
much more when now made friends will He freely give 
to them those. Wherefore He said not simply the 
Spirit, but named earnest, that from this you might 
have a good hope of the whole as well. For did He not 
purpose to give the whole, He would never have 
chosen to give the earnest and to waste it without 
object or result. And observe Paul's candor. For why 
need I say, says he, that the truth of the promises 
stands not in us? The fact of your standing 
unwavering and fixed is not in us, but this too is of 
God; for says he, He who establishes us is God. It is 
not we who strengthen you: for even we also need 
Him that establishes. So then let none imagine that 
the Preaching is hazardous in us. He has undertaken 
the whole, He cared for the whole. 
 
And what is, anointed, and sealed? Gave the Spirit by 
Whom He did both these things, making at once 
prophets and priests and kings, for in old times these 
three sorts were anointed. But we have now not one 
of these dignities, but all three preeminently. For we 
are both to enjoy a kingdom and are made priests by 
offering our bodies for a sacrifice, (for, says he, 
present your members a living sacrifice unto God;) 
and withal we are constituted prophets too: for what 
things eye has not seen, nor ear heard, (1 Corinthians 
2:9) these have been revealed unto us. (St John 
Chrysostom) 
  

Welcome! 

 

This Week 

Announcements 

 

Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Rector 

Deacon Luke Loboda, Attached 

Mat. Janet Mihalick, Choir Director 

 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

McKees Rocks/Pittsburgh, PA 

OrthodoxPittsburgh.org                      September 2, 2018 

 

Prayers 

St Nicholas Church will strive to glorify God through Orthodox Christian worship, 

sincere love and care for one another, and service to those in need around us. 

Anointed and Sealed 

Thank you 

Slavic Food Fest 2018 



Troparion of the Resurrection  Tone 5 

Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, 
Co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, 
born for our salvation from the Virgin. 
For He willed to be lifted up on the cross in the 
flesh 
to endure death 
and to raise the dead, 
by His glorious resurrection. 
 
Troparion of St Nicholas  Tone 4 

You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith, 

an image of humility, and a teacher of abstinence. 

Because of your lowliness heaven was opened to 

you! 

Because of your poverty riches were granted to 

you! 

O holy Bishop Nicholas, 

pray to Christ our God to save our souls. 

  

Kontakion of the Resurrection  Tone 5 
Thou didst descend into hell, O my Savior, 
shattering its gates as almighty, 
resurrecting the dead as Creator 
and destroying the sting of death. 
Thou hast delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover 
of Man 
and we all cry to Thee, O Lord, save us! 
 

Kontakion of the Theotokos  Tone 6 

Steadfast protectress of Christians, 

constant advocate before the creator, 

do not despise the cry of us sinners, 

but in your goodness come speedily to help us who 

call on you in faith. 

Hasten to hear our intercessions and to intercede 

for us, O Theotokos 

For you always protect those who honor you. 

 

Prokeimenon  (Psalm 12)   Tone 5 
Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us 
from this generation forever. 
 
Epistle (II Corinthians 1:21-2:4) 

Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and 
has anointed us is God, who also has sealed us 
and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a 
guarantee.  
 
Moreover I call God as witness against my soul, 
that to spare you I came no more to Corinth. Not 
that we have dominion over your faith, but are 
fellow workers for your joy; for by faith you stand. 
 
But I determined this within myself, that I would not 
come again to you in sorrow. For if I make you 
sorrowful, then who is he who makes me glad but 
the one who is made sorrowful by me? 
 
And I wrote this very thing to you, lest, when I 
came, I should have sorrow over those from whom 
I ought to have joy, having confidence in you all 
that my joy is the joy of you all. For out of much 
affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you, with 
many tears, not that you should be grieved, but that 
you might know the love which I have so 
abundantly for you. 
 
Gospel (Matthew 22:1-14) 
And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by 
parables and said: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, 
and sent out his servants to call those who were 
invited to the wedding; and they were not willing to 
come. Again, he sent out other servants, saying, 
‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared 
my dinner; my oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and 
all things are ready. Come to the wedding.”’ But 
they made light of it and went their ways, one to his 
own farm, another to his business. And the rest 
seized his servants, treated them spitefully, and 
killed them. But when the king heard about it, he 
was furious. And he sent out his armies, destroyed 
those murderers, and burned up their city. Then he 
said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but 
those who were invited were not worthy. Therefore 
go into the highways, and as many as you find, 
invite to the wedding.’ So those servants went out 
into the highways and gathered together all whom 
they found, both bad and good. And the wedding 
hall was filled with guests. 

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he 
saw a man there who did not have on a wedding 
garment. So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you 
come in here without a wedding garment?’ And he 
was speechless. Then the king said to the servants, 
‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and[a] cast 
him into outer darkness; there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 
 
“For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 
Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in 
the highest! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Holy Father John was born in Constantinople, 
the Queen of Cities. At first he worked as a 
goldsmith, and everyone expected him to continue 
in that occupation. From his youth, however, he 
was inclined toward the monastic life. He also 
possessed a rare gift for continence and a natural 
love for fasting, and thus he was known as “the 
Faster.” Because of his reputation for virtue, he was 
ordained as a deacon by Patriarch John III, and 
later he received the grace of the priesthood. Saint 
John was found worthy to behold a vision which 
showed that he would become be a worthy 
recipient of God’s grace, for the spiritual 
enlightenment of his flock. He read the Holy 
Scriptures and other ecclesiastical books every 
day, thereby enriching his knowledge. 
 
Once, when he was a young man, John was 
walking with Eusebius, an old monk from Palestine. 
Suddenly, a bodiless voice spoke to Eusebius: 
“Abba, do not walk to the right of the great John.” It 
was the voice of God, foretelling the great service 
to which John would shortly be called. 

After the death 
of Patriarch 
Eutychius, 
Saint John was 
chosen to 
succeed him. 
He did not want 
to accept the 
office, but he 
was frightened 
by a heavenly 
vision, and so 
he consented. 
By the example 
of his own life 
he taught all 
believers to 
restrain their 
capricious desires and to control themselves. The 
hierarch was unable to abide his flock’s blatant 
disregard for the institutions of the Church. When 
the citizens of Constantinople decided to give in to 
their passions by attending a horse show in the 
Hippodrome on eve of the Feast of Pentecost, the 
hierarch fell on his knees before God and fervently 
prayed that the Lord would thwart their impious 
intention. As soon as the people began to make 
their way to the Hippodrome, a terrible storm arose 
with thunder, rain and hailstones so that everyone 
dispersed in fear and came to realize the 
inappropriateness of such entertainment. 
 
St John was Patriarch of Constantinople from 582 - 
595, and was the first to use the title “Ecumenical 
Patriarch.” 
 
He was a great faster, intercessor and 
wonderworker right up to the time of his death. 
Distinguished for his abstinence and prayer, Saint 
John had such a love for the poor that he refused 
them nothing from his estate. After his death, his 
only personal possessions were found to be a 
wooden spoon, a linen shirt and an old garment. 
His writings on repentance and Confession are well 
known. 
 
After a virtuous life of piety, during which he 
performed many miracles, Saint John reposed on 
September 2, 595. His grace-filled relics were 
entombed in the Church of the Holy Apostles. 

Hymns and Readings for Today 

St John the Faster 


